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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the continuing duty of candor and good faith that is to be 
demonstrated before this Office, enclosed are copies of the documents cited on the accompanying 
Form PTO- 1449. 

Applicants also bring to the Examiner's attention the following United States patent 
applications: 

1. U.S. Serial No. 09/440,619, Japuntich et al., filed on November 15, 1999, entitled 
Filtering Face Mask That Has A New Exhalation Valve, which is a division of U.S. Serial No. 
08/240,877, which is a division of U.S. Serial No. 07/981,244, filed on November 25, 1992, now 
U.S. Patent No. 5,325,892, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Serial No. 07/891,298, now 
abandoned. 

2. U.S. Serial No. 09/442,082, Bowers, filed November 15, 1999, entitled 
Uni-Directional Fluid Valve, which is a reissue application of U.S. Patent No. 5,687,767, issued 
November 18, 1997. 

3. U.S. Serial No. 09/678,488, Japuntich et al., filed October 3, 2000, entitled Fibrous 
Filtration Face Mash Having A New Unidirectional Fluid Valve. 

4. U.S. Serial No. 09/677,636, Japuntich et al., filed October 3, 2000, entitled Fibrous 
Filtration Face Mask Having A New Unidirectional Fluid Valve. 

5. U.S. Serial No. 09/677,915, Japuntich et al., filed October 3, 2000, entitled Fibrous 
Filtration Face Mask Having A New Unidirectional Fluid Valve. 

6. U.S. Serial No. 09/678,580, Japuntich et al., filed October 3, 2000, entitled Fibrous 
Filtration Face Mask Having A New Unidirectional Fluid Valve. 
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7. U.S. Serial No. 09/678,579, Japuntich et al., filed October 3, 2000, entitled Fibrous 
Filtration Face Mask Having A New Unidirectional Fluid Valve. 

8. U.S. Serial No. 09/678,581, Japuntich et al., filed October 3, 2000, entitled Fibrous 
Filtration Face Mask Having A New Unidirectional Fluid Valve. 

A copy of the application for U.S. Serial Nos. 09/442,082 is enclosed for the Examiner's 
reference. 

Copies of the applications for U.S. Serial Nos. 09/440,619, 09/677,915, 09/677,636, 
09/678,581, 09/678,580, 09/678,579, and 09/678,488 (which are all divisions of U.S. Serial No. 
08/240,877, filed May 11, 1994, which is a division of U.S. Serial No. 07/981,244, filed 
November 25, 1992, now U.S. Patent 5,325,892, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Serial 
No. 07/891,289, now abandoned) and U.S. Serial No. 08/240,877, have not been enclosed for the 
Examiner's reference because the application for these cases are the same as this application. 

All of the above-noted applications are listed on the attachment to Form PTO-1449. 
Applicants request that these co-pending applications not be printed on the issued patent. 

If a first Office Action has been mailed prior to the Certificate of Mailing date of this 
Disclosure Statement, please charge the fee for consideration of the Disclosure Statement, set 
forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 17(p), to Deposit Account No. 13-3723. 

Dated this / 3 day of February, 2001 . 


Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
3M Center, P.O. Box 33427 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55133-3427 
Telephone: (651) 736-7776 
Facsimile: (651) 736-3833 


Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.8 I certify that this correspondence is being deposited on the date indicated below 
with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Ccjpmissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 2023 1 



Respectfully submitted, 


K^rTGrHansorT^ 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 32,900 



Kafl G. Hanson 


Dated: February ^ ,2001 
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6,047,698 

8/1998 

Magidson et al. 
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11/1997 

Bowers 
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4/1996 

JaDuntich et al 






5,346,375 

9/1994 

Akivama et al 






5,325,892 

7/1994 

Jaountich et al 






5,255,687 

10/1993 

McKenna 






5,036,806 

8/1991 

Rarick 






4,981,134 

1/1991 

Courtney 






4,974,586 

12/1990 

Wandel et al. 






4,972,765 

11/1990 

Dixon 






4 958 633 

9/1990 

Angell 






4,934,362 

6/1990 

Braun 






4 888 009 

12/1989 

Lederman et al 






4 873 972 

10/1989 

Maffidson et al 






4,844,979 

7/1989 

Strobel et al 






4 838 262 

6/1989 

Katz 






4 759 758 

7/1988 

Gahhav 






4,749,003 

6/1988 

Leason 






4 631 376 

12/1986 

Leone 






4,630,604 

12/1986 

Montesi 






4,456,016 

6/1984 

Nowacki et al 






4,453,544 

6/1984 

Silverthom 






4,414,973 

11/1983 

Matheson et al. 






3,568,712 

3/1971 

Rinehart 






3,191,618 

6/1965 

McKim 






2,999,498 

9/1961 

Matheson 






2,895,472 

7/1959 

Matheson 






2,893,387 

4/1959 

Gongoll et al 






2,874,093 

2/1959 

Matheson 






2,864,394 

5/1954 

Hempel 






2,320,770 

6/1943 

Cover 






2,216,619 

10/1940 

Lehmberg 






2,120,231 

6/1938 

Cover 






1,867,478 

7/1932 

Stelzner 






1,288,856 

12/1918 

Fan* 






1,287,419 

12/1918 

Perry 






1,158,780 

11/1915 

Bolton 






958,569 

5/1910 

Venner 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document Number 

Date 

Country 

Class 

SubClass 

Translation 

Yes 

No 



40 29 939 

3/1992 

Ciermany 



X 




1-242075 

(corresponds to U.S. 
4,934,362) 

9/1989 

Japan 




X 



58-170465 

11/1983 

Japan 



X 




GB 2.072.516 

10/1981 

United Kingdom 
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